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Graduati on Cerenony, First Graduating d ass:
Wnens Flying Training Programfor the Arnmy Air Forces.

2: 30 - Band Concert

LT. LUWVPKIN

(2:35) Good afternoon, |adies and gentlenen. This
occasion sets forth a newmlestone in the wartine

avi ation program of Anerica. Since that fateful day at
Pear| harbor, the wonmen of our |and have been training
t hensel ves in every conceivable line of war work in
order to put an additional shoulder to the wheel s of
war. In order that their nmen may neet the eneny on the
field of battle, they have taken their places in every
ki nd of work...fromwashing arny di shes to shoul deri ng
the heavy responsibility of adm nistrative work. Now
they join forces in a new field...that of ferrying

pl anes on the honme front in order that additional flyers
may be rel eased for conbat duty.

Today we witness the first graduation of wonen
pilots especially trained for arny work. These
twenty-three graduates conprise the first class of the
Wnen's Flying Training Programfor the Arny Air Forces.

These twenty-three wonen who will |eave this
platformtoday with their new and specially designed
silver wngs nmake up a uni que group...there will never

be another group just like them..for they presented
thensel ves to Uncle Sam as trai ned and experi enced
fliers. Mst of thembelong to the fanous 99" ers. They
cane into this service desiring to contribute their own
previ ous training and background to the special training
of fered them

They average age is about 26 years...their average
flying time is well over 400 hours...they make up the
first class of hundreds of wonen fliers who have been
enroll ed to supplant many of our flying nmen here on the
hone front.

In keeping with the tinmes, these wonen fliers have




their own song especially witten for them Walt D sney
has designed a special insignia for them too... a
"spritish' little flying girl whose nane is Fifinella.

Anmong those attending this cerenony today are sone
of the undergraduates of the wonen's Flying Training
Program .. They're here to wish their flying sisters
Godspeed in their new adventure follow ng work well
done.

BAND MARCH
CEREMONY PROCEDURE: AS BAND PLAYS, UNDERGRADS MARCH FROM
NORTH END OF RAMP TO SPEAKER S STAND TO DO DRI LL
ROUTI NE. . . THEN TAKE SEATS

P. A. SYSTEM Fade down Band m ke.

LT. LUMPKIN Those undergraduate fellow fliers are now approachi ng
the speaker's stand fromthe north side of the
ranp...Upon arriving before the stand, they will perform
a drill routine arranged in honor of the occasion.

P. A. SYSTEM Up with Band mc
Procedure: Grls Mrch

BAND UPON COVPLETI ON OF SEATI NG OF UNDERGRADS. .. PLAY FANFARE
FOR GRADUATI NG PI LOTS TO ASSEMBLE AND MARCH TO STAND.

LT. LUMPKIN Qur vision noves now to the twelve planes facing the

stand. In themare the nenbers of this first graduating
class. They will disnmount fromtheir

pl anes. .. assenble...and march front and center...to the
tune of their special song...The Ferry Grls
Song...Titles "Go Ahead", played by the Ellington Field
Band under the direction of Capt. Robert Soderberg.




BAND

WHEN GRADUATES COMVE TO HALT BEFORE STAND
PLAY GENERAL'S HONOR' S
PROCEDURE: GRADUATES W LL BE SEATED

LT. LUMPKIN

W will be led in the invocation by Chaplain A S
Peterson of Ellington Field...Chaplain Peterson.

CHAP.
PETERSON

LT. LUMPKIN

It is now a privilege and pleasure to introduce Col.
Walter H Reid, Commanding Oficer at Ellington Field
and host to this unique occasion...Col. Reid.

CO.. REID

As a ;soldier and flier who recogni zes the great need
for all the highly trained airnen in our various
theatres of war, | am honored and extrenely pleased to
have this first graduation of the Winen's Flying
Training Programheld at Ellington Field. | w sh them
every success in their noble undertaking to relieve nore
of our fighting airnmen for conbat duty. It is their
distinct privilege, not to live up to, but to create the
precedents by which their fellowfliers to cone wl|
conduct thensel ves.

It is my honor and privilege to introduce a man who
truly knows the potential value of the contribution
t hese young wonen have to nmake toward the w nning of
this war...He will speak to them now. .. Mjor GCeneral
Gerald C. Brant, Conmandi ng General of the Arny Air
Forces, @l f Coast Training Center at Randol ph
Field...Ceneral Brant.

GEN. BRANT

( SPEECH)




CO.. REID

The gui di ng hand of the Wownen's Flying Training Program
is a well-known and internationally fanous flier. She
was one of the first wonen to pilot a bonber across the
Atlantic. This afternoon, after nonths of hard work, she
stands before this first graduating class to address
them ..M ss Jacquel i ne Cochran.

M SS COCHRAN

( SPEECH)

COL. REID It is now ny pleasure to present Major W H. Farner,
Commandi ng the wonen's Flying Training Program at the
Muni ci pal Airport in Houston, Texas. He wll now
present each candidate to General Brant and to M ss
Cochran for their diploma and w ngs,
respectively...Mjor Farner...
PROCEDURE: GRADS MARCH UP AS NAME | S CALLED

BAND AS LAST G RL RECEI VES W NGS BAND PLAYS SONG OF ARMY AIR
CORPS THROUGH ONCE

LT. LUMPKIN In honor of this first graduating class of the wonen's
Flying Training Program the Navigator and Bonbardier
Wngs of the Air Forces Preflight School at Ellington
Field wll pass in review

BAND MARCH FOR PARADE

PROCEDURE: ON COVPLETI ON OF PARADE BAND W LL BRI NG

CEREMONY TO CLOSE W TH - - -

STAR SPANGLED BANNER
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